
Welcome to Raider Catholic! 
There’s a great deal of excitement at Raider Catholic this year! We have many new active freshman 
students, lots of returning students, a new chaplain, a new Dominican friar student intern, and 
plans are well underway for the new John Saleh Catholic Student Center. Raider Catholic 
represents all of the Catholic student organizations that make up the Catholic Student Center at 
Texas Tech University and is the largest ministry of St. Elizabeth University Parish. Both St. 
Elizabeth Parish and Raider Catholic are served by the Dominican Friars of the Province of St. 
Martin de Porres and the Diocese of Lubbock. If you have visited www.raidercatholic.org recently 
then you have seen the new logo which combines the black and white fleur-de-lis cross of the 
Dominican Order with the Texas Tech scarlet red. We hope you enjoy this update from all the 
Raider Catholics! 
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Blessed Advent to all! 

I pray your fall has been as exciting and productive as the one 
here at the Catholic Student Center! We were sad to say good-
bye to Fr. Jorge, but we are very excited to welcome our new 
chaplain, Fr. Francis and look forward to continuing to build 
and serve the growing number of Catholic students involved at 
the Catholic Student Center. Also, Chi Rho has generously 
donated the funds to establish two scholarships for Catholic 
students at Texas Tech University to be administered through 
the Catholic Student Center. 

We kicked off our capital campaign, Raider Promise, to raise 
the final $1.8 million to finish the funding for the new student 

center and have been blessed with a matching grant of up to 
$50,000 from the Texas State Knights of Columbus toward the 
construction of the new center. Our annual Raider Promise event 
was a big success and with great joy and excitement we hosted 
Bishop Michael J. Sis, D.D., of San Angelo who spoke to us about 
the importance of campus ministry in producing active adult 
Catholics. If you were unable to attend this year’s event please take 
a few minutes to read his talk on www.raidercatholic.org and make 
plans to attend next year’s Raider Promise event! All of this, over 
and above the ongoing ministry happening everyday in the student 
center! 

The building committee is in the final stages of determining the official date for the ground breaking 
of the John Saleh Catholic Student Center in May 2016.  Please keep checking raidercatholic.org 
for the final announcement coming early 2016! If you have not had a chance to contribute 
remember that it is not too late to make a donation toward the new center.  We have many levels of 
giving and ways to fulfill a commitment.  Please help us to be debt free the day we open the doors 
of our new center in Fall 2017.  Thank you for your support of this life-changing ministry and please 
continue to pray for the staff and students at the Catholic Student Center. 

May the Lord bless you and your family in the coming new year! 

Greg Ramzinski 
Director, Raider Catholic 

I’m Br. Nicholas Reynolds O.P., a Dominican Friar who is currently in formation to be ordained a 
Catholic priest. I attend Aquinas Institute of Theology in St. Louis, Missouri for my theological 
education and training.  

I came to St. Elizabeth and the Catholic Student Center in August 2015 for my pastoral year and 
have been working with the students and the various organizations.  
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I am from St. Simons Island, Georgia, and am a graduate 
of Furman University in Greenville, South Carolina, where 
I was an active member of the Catholic Campus Ministry. 
I am thrilled to be back on a university campus, especially 
assisting in campus ministry. 

I am available throughout the week at the Student Center. 
Feel free to come by my office and say hello, or come and 
introduce yourself at one of the student organizations or 
after any of the Masses. 

God bless you, 

Br. Nicholas Reynolds, O.P. 
Dominican Student Intern 

Hello everyone! I am Fr. Francis Orozco. O.P., the new Parochial 
Vicar of St. Elizabeth University Parish and the Chaplain to Raider 
Catholic, the Catholic Student Center at Texas Tech University. I 
grew up in Oklahoma City and went to Aquinas College in Grand 
Rapids, Michigan before joining the Dominican friars of the Province 
of St. Martin de Porres in 2009. I was ordained to the priesthood on 
June 20, 2015, and arrived in Lubbock one month later to begin my 
first assignment at St. Elizabeth University Parish and Raider 
Catholic. My time at the Catholic Student Center has been great! 
There is a lot happening at Raider Catholic and I could not ask for 

better, more dedicated students. A different event or activity takes place almost every day of the 
week at the Student Center, and on some days there are multiple events. 

There is a strong partnership between the different Catholic organizations as well as between the 
Student Center and the Parish. When I first arrived, many of the non-student parishioners told me 
that they love being a part of St. Elizabeth Parish because it truly is 
one parish, not two separate parishes that simply share a building. 
The students too, love this aspect of St. Elizabeth Parish and the 
new John Saleh Catholic Student Center will only further strengthen 
these ties. 

Please continue to pray for us and support us, and visit the newly 
updated raidercatholic.org for all the latest information at Raider 
Catholic. 

May the Lord give you his peace, 

Fr. Francis Orozco, O.P. 
Chaplain, Raider Catholic 
Parochial Vicar, St. Elizabeth University Parish 
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“There is a lot 
happening at Raider 
Catholic and I could 
not ask for better, 
more dedicated 
students.” 

FR. FRANCIS OROZCO, O.P.
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Greetings from the Catholic Student Center at Texas 
Tech. I would personally like to wish you all a blessed 
Advent season. Every year Raider Catholic has a 
campus ministry student intern, and I was blessed to 
be the one chosen this year. Working to better the 
different ministries offered at Raider Catholic, I feel 
that we have done a great job up to this point. 
Recently coming off of our Raider Promise Capital 
Campaign Banquet, it is easy to see the love and 
support that the students are receiving from many 
different people. Thank you all for the donations, 
prayers, and time that you generously offered up to us. 

Raider Catholic is such an excellent place for people 
to grow in Christ. As I prepare to graduate in May 2016, I am doing all I can to leave Raider Catholic 
better than I found it. I have seen transformations in individuals because of their participation in 
Raider Catholic. Looking back on my personal experience, I can honestly say that Raider Catholic 
has made me the man that I am today. I am extremely thankful for this group of people and 
encourage those interested in joining to do so. 

Once again, thank you for all of the love and support that you have shown our students. 

Brent Forsythe 
Student Intern, Raider Catholic 

WOMEN OF FAITH 
We are a young women's college Bible 
study. Our mission is to bring one another 
closer to Christ while gaining friendships 
along the way. We are focusing on the 
Gospel of Luke this year as well as possibly 
reading passages from How To Find Your 
Soulmate Without Losing Your Soul by 
Crystalina and Jason Evert. We meet every 
Tuesday at the Catholic Student Center at 
7:45 pm and are usually done a little before 
9:00 pm. We are planning on doing different 
events and projects for the spring semester 
including: going on a camping trip, having a 
scarf exchange, and collecting donations for 
the Texas Boys Ranch of Lubbock. We divide 

into three different small faith groups which are Love led by Karen Gandara, Hope by Camille 
DeWinne, and Humility by Analucia Speer. We love to see new faces and are so excited to see 
what God has in store for us next semester! 
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CATHOLIC STUDENT ASSOCIATION (CSA) 
The Texas Tech Catholic Student Association, also known as CSA, has grown tremendously this 
semester! The freshmen and transfer students have been full of energy and eager to help our 
community grow in the three pillars; faith, fellowship, 
and service. CSA was awarded the “Get Involved” 
award by the Volunteer Center of Lubbock for our work 
done with Catholic Charities of Lubbock. This year 
CSA has helped Catholic Charities build gardens to 
grow fresh vegetables, organized the food pantry, and 
assisted in moving the donation center. The 
community’s faith has grown immensely this semester. 
We have forty-three newly trained Extraordinary 
Ministers of Holy Communion and Lectors. Members 
of the community gather every Tuesday to pray a 
rosary and enjoy fellowship over a meal. Thanks to 
many generous donations, our community as well as 
members of the Lubbock community and Texas Tech, 
join together Wednesday afternoon for Mass on Campus 
in the Kent Hance Chapel. Our community has come together for Praise and Worship multiple 
times throughout the semester during Rooted, our Thursday night faith-based event. The 
community has also enjoyed many social events. These events included a movie night, a trip to the 
famous Corn Maize, and Java Jam, a night of karaoke and coffee. The Catholic Student 
Association Leadership is extremely pleased with the successful semester we have had and is 
looking forward to more growth and good times in the upcoming semester! 

CATHLETES 
The Cathletes represent the Catholic Student 
Association in various intramural sports 
throughout the school year. Various students that 
are a part of the Catholic Student Association 
form teams for the purpose of fun, camaraderie, 
and sportsmanship. Although each team is 
comprised of athletes who are looking to win, the 
focus of playing for the Cathletes is not solely 
about winning. Cathletes also serves as an outlet 
for students who want a fun activity that does not 
entice competition and for students to have a 
study break during the rigorous demands of the 
school year. The intramural department of Texas 
Tech Recreational Sports offers team play for the 

following sports: basketball, softball, flag football, 
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The Cathletes at an Intramural Softball Game

Aaron Shehan and Elizabeth Campo of 
the CSA accept an award from the 

Volunteer Center of Lubbock
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soccer, and volleyball. This past fall semester, the Cathletes participated in every sport except for 
basketball, since it was not offered this semester. Although success is not the key, this season was 
one of the more successful seasons the Cathletes have had in recent years. The Cathletes softball 
and volleyball teams posted winning seasons, with the volleyball finishing atop their division. 

Overall, each team had their own successes, but having the opportunity to compete in various 
sports is the reason why Cathletes is successful. Any student can join a Cathletes team with no 
experience necessary in a specific sport, but it is, of course, encouraged. Even students who do 
not feel comfortable playing a sport should not feel ashamed about joining the team. Each team 
has players that are more than willing to teach anyone the basic fundamentals of each sport. 

TECH KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS #14426 
The Texas Tech Knights of Columbus have completed yet another exciting semester! Various 
volunteer projects have been the dominant story this semester, along with recruiting. The Council 
has welcomed in 16 new members since August, which exceeds the set 
quota for the Council. The Council has hopes for the newest members, with 
all of them truly living up to what it means to be Catholic gentlemen. In 
addition to recruiting, another highlight of the semester is the council's trip to 
New Haven, CT, for the Annual College Conference. The two man delegation, 
consisting of Grand Knight Cameron Schmoker and Recorder Phillip Maresh, 
attended workshops and learned how to grow the Council. The Tech Council 
was awarded the prestigious Double Star Council Award from Supreme 
Knight Carl Anderson. Next semester, the Council looks forward to planning 
a BBQ Cook-off set for April 2, 2016. Keep in touch with the Council via 
Facebook (fb.com/techkofc) or Twitter (@techkofc) for upcoming details! 
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“The Tech Council 
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prestigious Double 
Star Council Award 
from Supreme 
Knight Carl 
Anderson.” 

CAMERON SCHMOKER, 
GRAND KNIGHT

Knights of Columbus Council #14426 Members at the Raider Promise Banquet
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CHI RHO (XP) - CATHOLIC CO-ED FRATERNITY 
Chi Rho Fraternity is a Catholic, co-ed service based organization founded at Texas Tech University 
in 1964. Chi Rho is built on the three pillars of Faith, Service, and Brotherhood. This fraternity is all 
about giving back to the Lubbock community while developing and creating a brotherhood within 
our members. We also strive to help our brothers expand their faith during their undergraduate 
career. Every year, we honor Chi Rho traditions such as Big Brother-Little Brother reveal, paddle 
exchanges between big and little, Barn Dance, Goat Roast, and many more. 

Chi Rho strives to give back to the community that 
supports it, by engaging in worthwhile Service 
projects for the Church, Texas Tech, as well as 
Lubbock as a whole. Some of these activities 
include: Catholic Charities, Adopt-A-Highway, 
Haven Animal Shelter, Ronald McDonald Charities, 
and many others. 

Chi Rho plans to continue to provide service in the 
upcoming semester, with fundraising taking place 
for Relay for Life in the spring of 2016 as it has 
done in years past. The plans that Chi Rho has for 
the future are great ones as XP has established a 
promise to raise funds over the next three years for 
the building of the new Catholic Student Center. 
Chi Rho hopes to continue the great relationship 
that it shares with the Church as well as the other 
organizations that exist within St. Elizabeth Parish. 

Every semester Chi Rho takes a pledge class, and 
welcomes them as Active members when the 
semester ends. This semester was no different as 

five new Actives joined the ranks of Chi Rho. Chi Rho is always looking for any new members and 
invites any and all to the recruitment opportunities that are held at the start of the semester. 

RAIDER AWAKENING 
Raider Awakening is a Catholic-oriented retreat by college students for college students, and it is 
really fun. The retreat is held once a semester and its purpose is to awaken the faith life of college 
students. This retreat is held in small groups with leaders, and retreaters will get the chance to 
listen to some great talks. They spend an entire weekend packed with fun, a lot of friendly people, 
and a lot of faith. As many as 300 students are involved in this retreat every semester, and the 
numbers keep growing. 

The next Raider Awakening retreat will be number 54, and has been themed “Faithfully Renewed.” 
It is going to take place March 4-6, 2016, and sign-ups will become available on 
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www.raidercatholic.org in the next few weeks. If you have any questions you can contact us 
through raiderawakening@raidercatholic.org. 

DYRT - DIOCESAN YOUTH RETREAT TEAM 
The Diocesan Youth Retreat Team (DYRT) is a group of college students in love with Christ that 
enjoy sharing this love for Christ with the youth in the Diocese of Lubbock through retreats. This 
team goes to various parishes in the Diocese and beyond to evangelize the youth preparing for the 
sacrament of Confirmation. The retreats are composed of prayer, talks, discussions, skits, and fun. 
All of these activities are prepared and led by students who are part of Raider Catholic. In this 
process, we are blessed with many opportunities in this community to improve our prayer life, to 
become better leaders, to learn more about our Catholic faith, and ultimately reflecting those 
blessings to the youth around us. 

In the Fall of 2015 we held a retreat entitled Walking Upon The Waters which was centered around 
the verses of Matthew 14:22-33. Here we learned how we are 
called to put our trust in Jesus, to have faith in Him, because as 
long as we keep our sights on Him, we will be able to walk on 
water regardless of the storms that surrounds us. On that retreat in 
Littlefield, TX, we planted the seed of faith in Jesus through the 
sacraments and community. We do not always see the results of 
those planted seeds in the future, but we constantly pray for the 
retreaters at our weekly meetings - that they may open their hearts 
to Jesus Christ and always be willing to accept Him in their lives. 

We thank you for all your support throughout these years in the 
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“We do not always see 
the results of those 
planted seeds in the 
future, but we 
constantly pray for the 
retreaters at our 
weekly meetings…” 

CARLOS SALAS, 
DIRECTOR OF DYRT

Raider Awakening #53
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form of prayer, encouragement, and financial contributions. We expect a great semester in the 
Spring of 2016 with three retreats as well as the Diocesan Youth Rally. One of these retreats will be 
held in the Diocese of San Angelo, and the annual Diocesan Youth Rally will be held at Christ The 
King Cathedral in Lubbock, TX, on April 22 and 23, 2016. We ask for your continued prayers 
towards the ministry of DYRT, its members, and the youth to whom we minister. 

THE DOMINICANS CELEBRATE 800 YEARS 
Beginning November 7, 2015 – January 21, 
2017, the Dominican Province of St. Martin 
de Porres, along with the Order of Preachers 
around the world, will celebrate the 800th 
anniversary (or Jubilee) of the approbation of 
the Order by Pope Honorius III in 1216.  

From its institution in the year 1216, the Order of Preachers, has had the sole mission of “preaching 
and the salvation of souls.” The Order of Preachers (the Dominicans) is a religious order in the 
Roman Catholic Church made up of friars, nuns, sisters, and laity who continue this vibrant 800 
year tradition. The Dominican Friars of the Province of St. Martin de Porres have served St. 
Elizabeth University Parish and Raider Catholic since 2010! Currently there are five friars living at 
St. Elizabeth who serve the parish and Diocese of Lubbock. Please join us in this joyous 
celebration. Visit www.opsouth.org for more information. 
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DINNER THEATRE 
The Strange Case of Dr. Jekyll & Mr. Hyde 
April 14-16, 2016 

Dr. Henry Jekyll is a brilliant scientist frustrated by dull "respectable" life in 1888 Victorian London. 
He creates a formula to unleash his inner bestial nature, transforming him into the brutish but oddly 
compassionate Edward Hyde. Hyde lives the high life while Jekyll's middle-aged normalcy 
continues -- until Hyde's passions begin to turn up a body count. This intimate, easy-to-stage 
version of Robert Louis Stevenson's science fiction classic features two haunting chorus 
characters, who speed along the action, play many supporting roles, and speak to Jekyll as the 
voices in his head, spurring him toward triumph and tragedy. 

Directed by:   James Bunch 
Coordinated by:  Brent Forsythe & Br. Nicholas Reynolds, O.P. 
Head of Set Design: Jacie Vowels 
Kitchen Manager: Matthew Alvarado 

Cast:   Matthew Metzler  Jesse Ortegon, Jr. 
   Sebastian Emery  Hannah Case 
   Andrea Reid   Jessica Buchheim 
   Chris Williams   Aaron Shehan 

Join us for this thrilling production on April 14-16, 2016, at St. John Neumann Church in Lubbock. 
Check www.raidercatholic.org for more details. 
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“We are investing 
in the formation 
of adults who 
will live the faith 
actively for the 
rest of their 
lives, and who 
will change the 
world for the 
better.” 

BP. MICHAEL J. SIS, D.D.

Bp. Placido Rodriguez, D.D., Fr. Francis Orozco, O.P., Bp. Michael J. Sis, D.D.
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connect with us
A Student’s Prayer 

by St. Thomas Aquinas, O.P. 

Come, Holy Spirit, Divine Creator, true 
source of light and fountain of wisdom! Pour 

forth your brilliance upon my intellect, 
dissipate the darkness which covers me, 
that of sin and of ignorance. Grant me a 

penetrating mind to understand, a retentive 
memory, method and ease in learning, the 

lucidity to comprehend, and abundant grace 
in expressing myself. Guide the beginning of 
my work, direct its progress, and bring it to 
successful completion. This I ask through 

Jesus Christ, true God and true man, living 
and reigning with You and the Father, 

forever and ever. Amen.


